
Musical Notation 

Both standard musical notation (score) and tablature have limitations: notation 
does not indicate where on your instrument to play the notes, and tablature does 
give you that information but generally lacks information about timing and 
phrasing. You could follow the aural tradition, listen to your favorite someone play 
the song and "get it in your ear" and then sort out how to play it. The score is a 
way to communicate accurately.  Truly, you can learn this pretty easily and after 
all, a musician needs to be able to read...music. 

Let’s learn some simple concepts. [Mnemonics are provided as a way to remember 
until you know it.] Ukuleles in C tuning are tuned GCEA. [Goats Can Eat Anything] 
Play the open third string – this is middle C and found in the middle of a piano and 
on a line by itself below the treble clef. Find these on the images below. Then play 
the open second and first strings E and A. Finally, the open 4th string is G.  

                
The treble clef (indicated by the fancy G that wraps around the G line)  
has 4 spaces, [FACE] and 5 lines, EGBDF [Every Good Boy Does Fine]     

- 
Notes found on ukuleles (other than baritone) are primarily found in treble clef –
note that as you descend on the 4th string, we use the upper bass clef for B, A and 
G. The A is on the line below C and G is the space below that. Remember where to 
find the low G. For high G or reentrant tuning, the 4th string is the G below the 1st 
string A. Begin at D on the second fret of the 3rd string and walk down to G.  
Another way to learn this is to focus on the location of certain notes on the score – 
Middle C, E, G, and A. The C on the 3rd fret of the 1st string. The top line, F is also 
useful as a reference. There are great online resources to practice note reading. 



Musical Notation    Note lengths, Time signature 
 

 
Whole note   

 
Half note Half the duration  of a whole note 

=  

 
Quarter note Half the duration  of a half note 

=  

 
Eighth note Half the duration  of a quarter note 

 =  and so on 
 
Time Signatures 

Adjacent to the treble clef  is the time signature such as  or  
The upper number indicates the number of beats per measure, in the first case,  4 
The lower number indicates what kind of note each beat gets     4= a quarter note  
 
So, in 4/4 time, count 1,2,3,4  for each measure - the quarter note gets one count each. the 
half note gets 2 counts each (1,2   3,4) and the whole note gets all 4 counts (or beats) -1,2,3,4   

  if using 8th notes count 1and2and3and4and 
   ↑   ↑                        ↑               ↑             tap your foot down on 1, 2, 3, 4 for 4/4 time 
Clef  time     measure        bar  measure bar measure    (bars separate measures)  count 1,2,3,4 , 1,2,3,4   
In 3/4 time - there are 3 beats per measure, each beat still gets a quarter note 

  time here  - see the differences? count 1,2,3, 1,2,3 

Sharps and flats are shown next to the treble clef symbol to let you know the 

key of the song. Many songs are in key of C -no  ♯'s or ♭'s  but in this example, the key 
of G  has F# so, to play in the key of G major, play F#  stead of F and begin scale on G  
 

 

Rests - don't play for the amount of time indicated by the rest 

 
First measure - quarter note rest, second is half note, fourth measure is whole note rest 

 


